
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

America’s Gilded Age 
Listed below are some fascinating non-

fiction books to give the reader a general 
feel for the era socially, economically, and 

politically.  
       

The Last Castle: The Epic Story of Love, Loss, and 
American Royalty in the Nation’s Largest Home
(975.6 KIE, LP 975.6 KIE) by Denise Kiernan -This is 
as much a story about the creation of Biltmore House 
as it is a window into what it was like to be an      
American at the turn of the 20th century. Kiernan 

makes Edith and George Vanderbilt, among the wealthiest  
Americans at the time, feel like living, breathing human beings 

navigating life's obstacles in this magnificent book.   
When the Astors Owned New York: Blue Bloods 
and Grand Hotels in the Gilded Age (647.94 KAP)  
by Justin Kaplan -This book traces the public and    
private lives of cousins William Waldorf Astor and John 
Jacob Astor IV, nineteenth-century heirs and rivals  
who    pursued separate ambitions, built the original          

Waldorf-Astoria hotel, and influenced social behavior before  
John Jacob perished aboard the Titanic.   

The Gilded Age in New York, 1870-1910 by Esther 
Crain - The Gilded Age in New York is a rare       
illustrated look at this amazing time in both the city 
and the  country as a whole. Author Esther Crain, the 
go-to authority on the era, weaves first-hand        
accounts and fascinating details into a vivid tapestry 

of American society at the turn of the century.                                                
Gilded: How Newport Became America’s Richest 
Resort by Deborah Davis - Gilded takes you along  
as you explore the fascinating heritage of the Newport 
elite, from its first colonists to the newest of its new 
millennium millionaires, showing the evolution of a 
town intent on living in its own world. Through a    
narrative filled with engrossing characters and lively 

tales of  untold extravagance, Davis brings the resort to life and 
uncovers the difference between rich and Newport rich 
along the way.                                                           
The Richest Woman in America by Janet Wallach - 
Set during a period of financial crisis strikingly similar  
to our current one, acclaimed author Janet Wallach's  
engrossing exploration of a fascinating life revives a 

rarely-mentioned queen of American finance.  

Civil War in Adult Fiction 
Here you will find a selection of novels set 

during the Civil War. 
 

Lincoln in the Bardo (FIC SAU, LP FIC SAU, cd   
FIC SAU) by George Saunders -The year is 1862.     
President Lincoln, already tormented by the 
knowledge that he’s responsible for the deaths of 
thousands of young men on the battlefields of the  
Civil War, loses his beloved eleven-year-old son,  

Willie, to typhoid. The plot begins after Willie is laid to rest in a 
cemetery near the White House, where, invisible to  
the living, ghosts linger, unwilling to relinquish this 
world for the next.  
Cold Mountain: A Novel (FIC FRA, dvd COL) by 
Charles Frazier - Based on local history and family 
stories passed down by the  author’s great-great-
grandfather, Cold Mountain is the tale of a wounded 

soldier, Inman, who walks away from the ravages of the war and 
back home to his prewar sweetheart, Ada. Inman’s odyssey 
through the devastated landscape of the soon-to-be-defeated 

South interweaves with Ada’s struggle to  revive her 
father’s farm, with the help of an intrepid young     
drifter named Ruby.  
March (FIC BRO, LP FIC BRO) by Geraldine Brooks  
- From Louisa May Alcott's beloved classic Little    
Women, Geraldine Brooks has animated the         
character of the absent father, March, and crafted a 
story filled with the ache of love and marriage and 
with the power of war upon the mind  and heart of   
one unforgettable man.     
The Widow of the South (FIC HIC) by Robert Hicks  
- Reminiscent of "Cold Mountain" and "Enemy      
Women," Robert Hicks' gripping debut novel, based 
on the incredible true story of Carrie McGavock--a 
woman whose life was forever changed by the Civil 
War--is exquisitely packaged with endpapers and 
compelling interior photographs.  
Enemy Women (FIC JIL) by Paulette Jiles - For the 
Colleys of southeastern Missouri, the War between  
the States is a plague that threatens devastation,   
despite the family’s avowed neutrality. For eighteen-
year-old Adair Colley, it is a nightmare that tears   
apart her family and forces her and her sisters to 

flee.   
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*The library may not own all of the books recommended here. 



 
Coming June 1 

The “New” Adult Summer Reading Program 
“Constellation Challenge” 

In conjunction with this year’s nationwide       
Collaborative Summer Reading Program theme, 
“A Universe of Stories,” the library is offering  

a new Adult Summer Reading program to          
encourage adults to experience the joy of reading 

all summer long. The program runs through    
August 31, for those ages 18 and older. 

Sign up and receive a tote bag. 
The program, prizes and tote bags are provided 

by the Friends of the Hershey Public Library. 

 
Looking for Something New and Enjoyable 

to Read? 
Don’t miss the unveiling of the library’s 2019 

Staff Picks due out at the end of May. Stop by 
to pick up your brochure to help plan your    

summer reading “bucket list.” 

 
            Recommended for Book Clubs                    

Inheritance: A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity, and 
Love ( B SHA, LP B SHA) by Dani Shapiro -               
Inheritance is a book about  secrets--secrets within    
families, kept out of shame or self-protectiveness;      
secrets we keep from one another in the name of love.   
It is the story of a woman's urgent quest to unlock the 

story of her own identity, a story that has been scrupulously hidden 
from her for more than fifty years, years she had spent writing      
brilliantly, and compulsively, on themes of identity and family history. 
It is a book about the extraordinary moment we live in--a moment     
in which science and technology have outpaced not only medical 
ethics but also the capacities of the human heart to  contend with   

the consequences of what we discover.  

  
New and Notable 

The Island of the Sea Women (FIC SEE, LP FIC SEE)  
by Lisa See -This beautiful, thoughtful novel illuminates 
a world turned upside down, one where the women are 
in charge, engaging in dangerous physical work, and the 
men take care of the children. A classic Lisa See story—

one of women’s friendships and the larger forces that shape them—
The Island of Sea Women introduces readers to the fierce and     
unforgettable female divers of Jeju Island and the dramatic history 

that shaped their lives.  
 
The Map of Salt and Stars (FIC JOU) by Zeyn    
Joukhadar -This rich, moving, and lyrical debut novel is 
to Syria what The Kite Runner was to Afghanistan; the 
story of two girls living eight hundred years apart—a 
modern-day Syrian refugee seeking safety and a       

medieval adventurer apprenticed to a legendary mapmaker—places 
today’s headlines in the sweep of history, where the pain of exile and 
the triumph of courage echo again and again. 

Don’t Miss this Great Program Sponsored 
by Friends in May: 

The Lure and Mysteries of Sea Glass  
Presented by Richard LaMotte 

Sunday, May 19, 2019   
2:00 p.m. 

Richard will be with us to share his knowledge 
and years of experience on sea glass. He will 
also provide insight into the art of identifying 
unique shards and review the basic science of 

how sea glass is formed. Questions are        
encouraged as this lecture will serve to be a 
valuable exchange of information between 
Richard and anyone seeking to learn more 

about these vanishing gems. Books will be sold 
and signed. Registration can be done either 

online at www.hersheylibrary.org or by calling 
the Circulation Desk at 717-533-6555. 

 
A Summer Read 2019  

A Mother's Reckoning: Living in the        

Aftermath of Tragedy 
by Sue Klebold has been chosen as the 2019 
Summer Read. It is the acclaimed New York 
Times bestseller by the mother of one of the 

Columbine shooters. Klebold uses Columbine as 
a launch point to directly address mental health 

issues. Proceeds from the sale of her books 
are donated to mental health organizations. “As 
people read Sue’s memoir, what they will find 

is that her book is honest, and her pain      
genuine. Her story may be uncomfortable to 
read, but it will raise awareness about brain 

health and the importance of early                
identification and intervention to maintain it. If 

people listen to her - to all that she has        
experienced, and to how this has changed her - 
they will be quicker to respond to depression in 
young people, to the suicidal thinking that can 
accompany it, and to the rage that can build 
almost unnoticed in young people when the 

people who truly and completely love and care 
for them are distracted by other challenges in 

life.” - Paul Gionfriddo, President and CEO 
of Mental Health America.                                                 

Books will be available at the library in 
June. 

               Great New Gifts for Grads                                                             
The Algebra of Happiness: Notes on the Pursuit of Success, 
Love, and Meaning by Scott Galloway                                      
The Atlas of Happiness: The Global Secrets of How to Be 
Happy by Helen Russell                                                            
How To College: What to Know Before You Go (and When 
You’re There) by Andrea Malkin Brenner and Lara Hope 
Schwartz                                                                                   
Prep: The Essential College Cookbook by Katie Sullivan      

Morford  

http://www.hersheylibrary.org
https://www.amazon.com/Mothers-Reckoning-Living-Aftermath-Tragedy/dp/1101902752/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FWX6JR68EXEV&keywords=a+mother%27s+reckoning&qid=1554207103&s=books&sprefix=a+mother%27s+%2Coffice-products%2C145&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mothers-Reckoning-Living-Aftermath-Tragedy/dp/1101902752/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FWX6JR68EXEV&keywords=a+mother%27s+reckoning&qid=1554207103&s=books&sprefix=a+mother%27s+%2Coffice-products%2C145&sr=1-1
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__amothersreckoning.com_a-2Dnote-2Dfrom-2Dsue-2Dklebold&d=DwMFAg&c=peOX_onx6tQehdA5EEh9Fw&r=YLm-0PtFKjPuZ1eRNuBN8TQ1Owlo_CftVlN-XCtPGOE&m=wwxClSdHYD0NdHXXJE1PoVGKzCZzfEwxvSs56aUr5a0&s=NbMLJbrh7ZhGxR3gMCcaWsjgp

